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1 Purpose of the report 

1.1  This report is to advise members of the benefits, risks and costs associated with the 
introduction of 20mph speed limits in all residential areas in Rochdale Township. 
 

2 Recommendations 
2.1 Members are requested to note the information and make a recommendation as to 
the way forward. 
 

 
 
3 Background 
 

3.1 The process of introducing 20mph zones (with traffic calming) has been ongoing 
over the last 12 years in numerous residential areas of Rochdale. These have not 
always been popular with residents but they can be justified as they have been 
proven to reduce accident numbers by around 60% (especially those involving 
vulnerable road users such as children, pedestrians and the elderly). These areas 
were traditionally targeted after interrogation of the recorded personal injury 
accident database, so that the areas with the worst accident records were 
addressed first. This has provided effective use of Local Safety Scheme monies in 
an endeavour to meet Department for Transport targets set for 2010. 

 
3.2 By using this targeted approach Rochdale was one of the few authorities in 

Greater Manchester to meet DfT targets for the reduction in accident numbers in 
2010.   

 
3.3 There is now a growing movement throughout the country to introduce 20mph 

speed limits in all residential areas, as there is a perception that this will make 
areas more attractive to residents and encourage more walking and cycling. 

 

 Better for children – safe streets where they can walk and cycle. 



 
 

 Better for older people and the disabled – quieter roads with slower traffic 

means it is easier to keep your independence and mobility. 

Better for pedestrians – safer, quieter, cleaner streets are nice places to walk. 

Better for cyclists – a network of safe residential roads means many more 

journeys become possible without the need for cycle lanes. 

Better for motorists – more people cycling and walking means less 

congestion and less pressure on parking. Slower speeds means less 

aggressive driving behaviour and fewer crashes. 

 

3.4 In 2011 the Department for Transport published a document entitled ‘Signing the 
Way’ which outlined changes in policy on a number of issues, one of these 
included changes to 20mph zones and 20mph speed limits. 

 
3.5 The Changes permitted the use of 20mph repeater signs within 20mph zones 

which can be used to replace traffic calming features such as speed humps, it also 
made it easier for Local Highway Authorities to introduce 20mph speed limits in 
response to the growing demand nationally for such areas. Road signs and 
markings can now be ‘mixed and matched’ with more traditional traffic calming 
features. 

 
3.6 Enforcement is a key element to the success of any 20mph speed limit without the 

use of traffic calming features. Greater Manchester Police require that as far as 
possible areas should be self-enforcing without the need of police enforcement.  It 
is vital therefore, that 20mph speed limits are introduced in areas where current 
speeds are generally low; are appropriate for a lower speed limit and are clearly 
signed. To support this some areas may require speed surveys to be undertaken 
to determine current vehicle speeds which can be used to gain Police support or 
highlight areas where additional physical traffic calming measures may be 
required to make the area self-enforcing. Research has shown that speeds in 
areas subject to a 20mph speed limit enforced by signs alone reduce by an 
average of 1mph. 

 
3.7 The policy of Greater Manchester Police is that they would support the national 

Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) position, to comply with this, areas 
identified as having current speeds in excess of 24mph may require additional 
traffic calming features to make them self-enforcing.  

 
3.8 As community involvement and engagement is key to the successful 

implementation of any 20mph scheme it is proposed, in addition to the statutory 
consultation, to leaflet drop every property in each area and produce posters 
which would be supplied to local community centres, doctors surgeries, schools 
and Sure Start Centres, as well as details being placed on the councils web site.   

 
3.9 There are currently forty six 20mph zones in Rochdale Township covering areas 

such as Kirkholt, Milkstone and Deeplish, Wardleworth, Industry Road area and 
the Meadway Estate (see attached plan). These areas are predominantly 20mph 
zones where the speed limit is self-enforcing by the introduction of a series of 
traffic calming measures such as speed humps etc.  

 
3.10 At present there are only two 20mph areas (having no traffic calming) in Rochdale 

Township, they rely only on a series of 20mph repeater signs and road markings 
to remind drivers of the reduced speed limit. 



 
 

 
3.11  The Highways Service is currently in the process of promoting four additional 

20mph areas which are all funded by Rochdale Township, these are: 
 

• Broadhalgh and Bamford area (without traffic calming) 

• Bentley Street area (without traffic calming) 

• Entwisle Road/Belfield Road (with traffic calming) 

• Buersil Area (with traffic calming) 
 
Alternatives considered 
 

3.12 A 20mph speed limit is defined as an area that is subject to the introduction of a 
Traffic Regulation Order to reduce vehicle speeds to a maximum of 20mph; the 
area would not have any traffic calming features within its boundary and 
enforcement of such an order would be the responsibility of Greater Manchester 
Police. 

 
3.13 A 20mph Zone differs from 3.11 above only by the fact that within the area there is 

at least one traffic calming feature, this also affects the type of signs used to 
indicate the start and termination of the area and in general terms the traffic 
calming features would make the speed limit self-enforcing. 

 
4 Financial Implications 

4.1 The estimate was prepared by highlighting residential areas within Rochdale 
Township that are currently not covered by 20mph speed limits or zone. An 
assessment was made with regard to the number of 20mph repeater signs 
required and the number of ‘20mph Gateways’ required. ‘Gateways’ are entry 
points leading into a 20mph area off a classified or major road, or those roads 
identified as part of the strategic network. All 20mph speed limits will have 
repeater signs fixed within the area to lighting columns. 

 

4.2 A provisional sum has been included for the undertaking of ten speed surveys at 
key locations to determine current vehicle speeds. 

 
4.3 A provisional sum has been included for introduction of a limited amount of traffic 

calming in areas where speeds are excessive and where police support would not 
be forthcoming without the introduction of such self-enforcing features.     

 

4.4 The estimate does not include roads of a strategic importance to the movement of 
traffic and only relates to streets that are residential in nature. 

 

4.5 Estimated Costs 

Gateway signs, poles, red surfacing and road markings at each entry point, 

including Design & Construction Fee’s.   

= £423,098.00 

Traffic Regulation Orders and Consultation (including leaflet drop and return 

consultation tear off to all properties) 

= £30,000.00 



 
 

Provisional amount for Speed Surveys 

= £3000.00 

Provisional amount for Traffic Calming 

= £60,000.00 

Total Estimated Cost = £516,098.00 

4.6 Options to reduce the estimated costs. 

One option to reduce the estimated cost would be not to install the red road 

surfacing at each entry point into a 20mph area. However, this would reduce the 

appreciation by drivers that they are entering an area of a reduced speed limit. 

Reduced estimated cost = £294,235.00 

4.7 Maintenance of 1224 signs and 374 poles will have an ongoing impact on the 
Highways revenue budget. 

 
4.8 Funding for the introduction of a 20mph speed limit would need to be identified by 

Rochdale Township, the borrowing costs on £516,098 would be £39,000.00 per 
year for 40 years whilst the borrowing on the reduced amount of £294,235.00 
would be £22,000.00 per year for 40 years.   

 
 
5   Legal Implications 

5.1 Legal notices will be served upon statutory consultees in accordance with 
legislative requirements together with notices published in the local press 
circulating in the area, notices posted in the vicinity of the area affected and copy 
notices being made available in local customer contact centres/ libraries and the 
council’s website for inspection.  

5.2  The Council has a statutory duty to ensure that its highways operate safely for the 
safe passage of all traffic including pedestrians   

 
 

6  Personnel Implications 
6.1 None 

 
7 Corporate Priorities 
 

7.1 The Rochdale Township Plan has set targets for the township in the coming year. 
 
7.2 Rochdale Township promotes safety and community engagement through various 
groups, this helps to deliver schemes that meet local needs. 

 
8. Risk Assessment Implications  

8.1 None 
 

9. Equalities Impacts 
9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment 



 
 

 
There are no (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report. 
 
9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments 

 
There are no (significant) equality/community issues arising from this report. 
 

 

Background Papers 

Document Place of Inspection 

 
 
 

 
 


